2019 Annual Conference Print Competition

Arthur S. Vaughan, HonNEC, Chairman, NECCC Print Competition
The annual B&W and Color print competition was held at the 74th annual NECCC
Conference in Amherst on Saturday, July 13, 2019. A total of 97 Color and 78 Black &
White prints were entered. The number of prints submitted was very close to last
year’s conference totals of 96 Color and 76 B&W. The judging and medal winner
selection process took just under three hours to complete. Judges for this competition
were Kurt Budliger, Jerry Keefer, and Lori Keefer.
Kurt Budliger is a professional outdoor photographer and educator based in northern
Vermont. His photographs and articles have appeared in numerous books, calendars,
advertising campaigns, and magazines, and are routinely used by non-profit
conservation organizations working to protect wild lands. Kurt is also the founder and
lead instructor at Green Mountain Photographic Workshops, a Vermont based
photography education organization. He leads many group and individual workshops
throughout the USA and abroad. He supports a variety of conservation organizations
and efforts and has been a member of “1% for the Planet” since 2005.
Jerry and Lori Keefer are both entrepreneurs and educators. They co-own a
photography business where they use their storytelling abilities to create personal
and professional branding images for fellow entrepreneurs and business
professionals. Jerry’s love of cars and his passion to create something that will
preserve the history all things automotive, allows him to create art that can
intertwine the story of both car and collector in an heirloom to pass down to future
generations. Lori designed and photographed elementary school yearbooks for more
than three years, still provides that service, and photographs school events for the
school district. Their High School Senior Portraits and their Automotive Fine Art is
sought after by folks across the country.
Judging and assigning scores to establish which entries made up the “final fifteen”
group for medal consideration went relatively quickly, taking about an hour each for
both the B&W and Color divisions. An additional hour was spent in selecting the
Honor Award and medal winners, with the competition wrapping up around 3:45 PM.
This involved more than the usual amount of careful close examination and direct
comparison. Weighing each print’s “pros and cons” to determine the award winners
was a somewhat lengthy process. After a great deal of very lively discussion the
judges were all in agreement regarding those selected to receive top honors. Our
judge’s enthusiasm, effort, and willingness to make themselves available to
participate in this 74th conference print competition is greatly appreciated.
The work performed by all the members of the 2019 conference print competition
committee is also greatly appreciated. Sharing print room and competition duties this
year were Richard Cox, Glenn and Jane Guaraldi, MNEC’s, Susan Hall, Gary and Judi
Hoyt, MNEC’s, John Lowe, MNEC, Dave Powell, and Valerie Whittier. Without their
willingness to step up and share the work involved in running the conference print
operations the council would find it impossible to continue to provide the print
competition and its associated exhibition as the popular activity that it is.
The members of the equipment committee did an outstanding job in preparing The
Old Chapel for use as an exhibition hall and venue for the competition. Expectations

were that there would be a “mad scramble” to get the print display racks and their
tables in place on Friday morning, with the process complicated by very limited space
for unloading. The anticipated “traffic jam” involving equipment committee staff and
print room workers didn’t occur... because everything was set up and ready to go
Thursday evening, making it possible for the print entry log-in process to proceed the
next morning without interruption. This was our first year at this location, and their
ability to prepare the print room much earlier than was previously possible was more
than just a pleasant surprise, and is greatly appreciated.
Special thanks go to all the folks who took the time to visit the print room and browse
through the prints on display, both before, during, and after the competition. This
includes the Saturday night post-fine arts center program “crush”, where an almost
unbelievable amount of people swarm into the room to view the results of the day’s
competition. Being able to modify the display layout for Saturday night viewing
provided more room for visitors to view the winning prints without creating any traffic
problems with folks picking up prints. Although The Old Chapel is some distance from
the Campus Center, it’s an ideal location with plenty of room and great lighting...
very well suited for holding this event. It was thought that moving the print room
from the Student Union Building, plus the inconvenience created by the presence of
large areas of construction, might possibly have some impact upon the number of
prints submitted, but any concerns in that regard were unfounded. The Chapel layout,
with the vestibule used for print log-in and preparation, and having the back
conference room reserved for computer work associated with running the conference
print operation was ideal for putting on this event. The exhibition hall was more than
large enough to hold all the print racks, with plenty of room to spare.
Finally, thanks must go to all the attendees who took the time to prepare prints for
the competition. This event isn’t all about seeking high scores with the possibility of
snagging an award. The exhibition itself is of great importance. The creators of those
entries not making it “into the winner’s circle” did not waste their time. Every print
submitted into this competition, whether it was a winner, or not... has value. Being
able to view a largy body of work in one place comprised of material covering a wide
range of subjects, printing techniques and methods of mounting is a great
educational opportunity, no matter what level of photographic skill you possess.
Being able to discuss these points and exchange information directly with print
makers is an added bonus. Having the print room filled with great photographs
benefits every visitor and makes all the work associated with holding this event
worthwhile.

